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DIVINE SERVICE
Setting Four

PASTORAL GREETING

Stand
HYMN OF INVOCATION

900 Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love

5 Jesus! Only name that's giv'n 
Under all the mighty heav'n 
Whereby those to sin enslaved 
Burst their fetters and are saved.

6 Jesus! Name of wondrous love, 
Human name of God above; 
Pleading only this, we flee 
Helpless, O our God, to Thee.
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.  Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]

P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.  Psalm 124:8

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

 Psalm 130:3-4

P Since we are gathered to hear God's Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise,
and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this
altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free
ourselves from our sinful condition.  Together as His people let us take refuge
in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake
of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.  [Luke 18:13]

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life.  Amen.

The pastor faces the congregation:

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.  [John 20:19-23]
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SERVICE OF THE WORD

INTROIT Psalm 98:1–3; antiphon: Psalm 124:8

P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

C Oh sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things!
His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.

P The Lord has made known his salvation;
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.

C He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of
Israel.

All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
ALL: Glory be to the Father and to the Son

and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,

is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

KYRIE ~ Lord, Have Mercy
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS ~ Glory to God in the Highest Luke 2:14; John 1:29

SALUTATION and COLLECT OF THE DAY

P The Lord be with you.  2 Timothy 4:22

C And also with you.

P Let us pray.

The COLLECT OF THE DAY is spoken.

P Eternal God, we commit to Your mercy and forgiveness the year now ending
and commend to Your blessing and love the times yet to come. In the new year,
abide among us with Your Holy Spirit that we may always trust in the saving
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

6



Sit

OLD TESTAMENT ~ Isaiah 30:15–17

15 For thus said the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel, “In returning and rest you
shall be saved; in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.” But you were
unwilling, 16 and you said, “No! We will flee upon horses”; therefore you shall flee
away; and, “We will ride upon swift steeds”; therefore your pursuers shall be swift.
17 A thousand shall flee at the threat of one; at the threat of five you shall flee, till you
are left like a flagstaff on the top of a mountain, like a signal on a hill.

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL

P Teach us to number our days
that we may get a heart of wisdom.

Satisfy us in the morning with Your steadfast love,
that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.  Psalm 90:12, 14

EPISTLE ~ Romans 8:31b–39

31 If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son
but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?
33 Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is
to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was
raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35 Who
shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written, “For
your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be
slaughtered.” 37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him
who loved us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor
things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus
our Lord.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand
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ALLELUIA

HOLY GOSPEL ~ Luke 12:35–40

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

35 “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, 36 and be like men who are
waiting for their master to come home from the wedding feast, so that they may open
the door to him at once when he comes and knocks. 37 Blessed are those servants
whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will dress himself
for service and have them recline at table, and he will come and serve them. 38 If he
comes in the second watch, or in the third, and finds them awake, blessed are those
servants! 39 But know this, that if the master of the house had known at what hour the
thief was coming, he would not have left his house to be broken into. 40 You also must
be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
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NICENE CREED

C I believe in one God,
     the Father Almighty,
     maker of heaven and earth
          and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
     the only-begotten Son of God,
     begotten of His Father before all worlds,
     God of God, Light of Light,
     very God of very God,
     begotten, not made,
     being of one substance with the Father,
     by whom all things were made;
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
     and was made man;
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
     He suffered and was buried.
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
          and ascended into heaven
     and sits at the right hand of the Father.
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
     whose kingdom will have no end.

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the Lord and giver of life,
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
     who spoke by the prophets.
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead

     and the life T of the world to come.  Amen.

Sit
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HYMN OF THE DAY

899 Across the Sky the Shades of Night
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5 Then, gracious God, in years to come,
We pray Your hand may guide us,

And, onward through our journey home,
Your mercy walk beside us

Until at last our ransomed life
Is safe from peril, toil, and strife

When heav’n itself shall hide us.

SERMON ~ “Ebenezer” 1 Samuel 7:7-12

Stand

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep our hearts and minds
in Christ Jesus.  Philippians 4:7

C Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  [1 Timothy 2:1-4]

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
Stand

P The Lord be with you.  2 Timothy 4:22

C And with your spirit.

P Lift up your hearts.  [Colossians 3:1]

C We lift them up unto the Lord.

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.  [Psalm 136]

C It is good and right so to do.

The Proper Preface appropriate to the day or season is spoken: 

P It is truly good, right and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS  Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna.  Hosanna.  Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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LORD'S PRAYER

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C Our Father who art in heaven,
     hallowed be Thy name,
     Thy kingdom come,
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
     give us this day our daily bread;
     and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
     and lead us not into temptation,
     but deliver us from T evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
 Amen  Matthew 6:9-13

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24
 Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks,
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.  John 20:19

C Amen

AGNUS DEI ~ Lamb of God  John 1:29

C Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world; have mercy upon us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world; have mercy upon us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world; grant us peace.

Sit
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

732 All Depends on Our Possessing
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743 Jesus, Priceless Treasure

14



5 Evil world, I leave thee;
Thou canst not deceive me,
Thine appeal is vain.
Sin that once did blind me,
Get thee far behind me,
Come not forth again.
Past thy hour,
O pride and pow'r;
Sinful life, thy bonds I sever,
Leave thee now forever.

6 Hence, all fear and sadness!
For the Lord of gladness,
Jesus, enters in.
Those who love the Father,
Though the storms may gather,
Still have peace within.
Yea, whate'er
I here must bear,
Thou art still my purest pleasure,
Jesus, priceless treasure!

P Take and eat, this is the true body of our Lord Jesus Christ, given into death for
your sins.

C Amen

P Take and drink, this is the true blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, poured out for
you for the forgiveness of your sins.

C Amen

P The true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you
steadfast in the one true Faith unto life everlasting.  Depart T in peace.

C Amen

NUNC DIMITTIS

C Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; Your word has been fulfilled. 
My own eyes have seen the salvation which You have prepared in the sight
of ev’ry people: A light to reveal You to the nations and the glory of Your
people Israel. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.
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The following is said or chanted:

A O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in
loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that
for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we
ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by
Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

BENEDICAMUS and BENEDICTION

A Let us bless the Lord.   [Psalm 103:1]

C Thanks be to God.

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.  Numbers 6:24-26

C Amen.

Sit
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CLOSING HYMN

878 Abide with Me
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5 I fear no foe 
with Thee at hand to bless;

Ills have no weight 
and tears no bitterness. 

Where is death's sting? 
Where, grave, thy victory? 

I triumph still if Thou 
abide with me!

6 Hold Thou Thy cross 
before my closing eyes;

Shine through the gloom, 
and point me to the skies. 

Heav'n's morning breaks, 
and earth's vain shadows flee; 

In life, in death, O Lord, 
abide with me.

T Soli Deo Gloria  T
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